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Redesigning the Syllabus

What do you think are the 
essential components an 
online syllabus needs? 
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By the end of this 
presentation, you will walk 
away: 

● Understanding how and 
why the genre of the online 
syllabus differs from the      
on-campus course syllabus

● Understanding the specific 
components that should be 
included in a syllabus for an 
online course
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You will also take with 
you:

● Suggested guidelines 
for writing key 
components for an 
online syllabus

● A repository of 
resources about 
online syllabus design

Redesigning the Syllabus



Redesigning the Syllabus

• Asynchronous lectures
• Synchronous webinars
• Asynchronous discussion forums
• Active Learning Modules  

We assist faculty in converting 
on-campus courses to an online 
environment. 

As instructional designers, we design and develop 
online learning courses which include: 
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The syllabus should: 

• Do more than list course topics, 
rules and penalties, institutional 
policies and instructor contact 
information. 

• Be more than just a contract 
between instructor and student.

• Not be too long or have a litigious 
tone. 

Redesigning the Syllabus



The syllabus should:

• Ignite students to think about why they 
are taking a course, the course’s purpose 
within the broader scope of the 
educational program. 

• Create a first impression about the 
instructor’s passion for the subject and 
his/her ‘withitness” to design a 
constructively aligned learning 
experience.

• Serve as a road map to guide students 
as they navigate throughout the course 
LMS and outside it.  
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Redesigning the Syllabus

Source: 
http://www.highered.nysed.gov/o
cue/aipr/guidance/gpr11.html



Our university has an existing syllabus 
template which covers all the basics:

• Contact Info

• Course Pre-Requisites

• Course Description

• Course Objectives

• Course Structure

• Course Readings

• Course Requirements
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Existing syllabus template 
was missing crucial online 
components: 

• Communication policy

• Netiquette 

• Virtual contact information 

• Expectations for interactions

• Learning Time Rubric
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Redesigning the Syllabus

• In order to simplify the process 
of creating syllabi, we created 
a checklist for faculty

• Faculty can use their existing 
syllabus but make sure all 
necessary information is 
included

• Leave flexibility for faculty or 
individual departments to 
make stylistic decisions 

Syllabus Checklist
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From both a student and 
an instructor perspective, 
what problems may arise 
if the syllabus is not 
specifically designed for 
an online class? 
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No Need To Be Static
Syllabi can be:

• Hyperlinked documents

• Webpages

• Interactive modules 
(Module 0)
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Redesigning the Syllabus

Helpful Resources

The Open Syllabus Project 

Professors, Students and the Syllabus 

Building Your First Syllabus 

Universal Design for Learning: A Rubric for Evaluating Your Course Syllabus 

Hacking the Syllabus 

Hybrid Pedagogy: Syllabus as Manifesto

The 3 Essential Functions of Your Syllabus 

Creative Approaches to the Syllabus

Creating An Interactive Syllabus

http://opensyllabusproject.org/about/
http://www.colorado.edu/gtp/2013/01/29/professors-students-and-syllabus
http://www.4faculty.org/includes/105r2.jsp#step1
http://www.4faculty.org/includes/105r2.jsp#step1
http://www.jonbecker.net/hacking-the-syllabus/
http://opensyllabusproject.org/about/
http://chronicle.com/article/The-3-Essential-Functions-of/190243/
http://chronicle.com/blogs/profhacker/creative-approaches-to-the-syllabus/35621
http://tlc.uic.edu/files/2015/07/interactive_syllabus_InDesign.pdf
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Redesigning the Syllabus

• Many faculty have been following our 
template for their online courses.

• Interaction policies, netiquette, required 
software and links to required texts, 
learning time rubric are just a few 
components faculty are still working on 
adding to their syllabi. 

Successes and Challenges



Redesigning the Syllabus 

● What features within the LMS can 
you use to encourage students to 
refer back to the syllabus? 

● What components do you plan to 
include in your syllabus? 
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