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Science-Oriented Kids from Across
The U.S. Gather at Polytech Conference

Gathering Held in NYC for First
Time; Students Housed at Marriott

By Raanan Geberer
Erocidyn Daily Eagle

DOWNTOWN BROOELYN —
What are 16- and 17-years-old infter-
ested in? Usually dating, sports,
music, movies, homework, friends.

The teens who were at the Nation-
al Consortium of Specialized See-

ondary Sthools in Math, Science and
Technology conference at Polytechnic
University this past weskend are no
doubt interested in these things, but
they're also interested in biotechnolo-
EY, engineering, computer technology,
robotics, physics and more. And
they're part of a select group of about
300 that were sent from high schools
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Sang-Hoon Lee, a PhD student in mechanical engineering at Poly-
techaic University, lefi, demonstrates his “hexapod” roboltoa
tigh sehool student it oie 6F the semina¥s given st (e National Con.
sortium of Specialized Secondary Schools in Math, Science and Tech-

nology conference. See story, below,
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around the country to the conference

While the conference has been
around for many years, this-is the first
time it's ever been held in New York
City. The kids were housed at the Mew
York Marriott at the Brooklyn Bridge,
four to & room.

For many, it was the first time they
were in ‘New York City. “Things we
take for granted, they're amazed at,”
said Shued. Ahmed, a Bronx High
School of Science student.

“One girl, from Alabama, was sur-
prised that the cars keep honking their
homs. And the slang is different. One
person said, 'T feel you,' and [ said,
what?" He soon figured out, of course,
that it means “[ understand you."

The goal isn't necessarily to recruit
the students to Polytechnic, said Dr.
Noel Erificher, former superintendent

. of Brooklyn/Staten Island High

Schools ond one of the organizers of
this year's conference. “We just want
10 get them to New York City and ses
what it has to offer”

The topics of the seminars would
be daunting even lo most adulis,
Here are just o few: “The Role of
Sampling Stations in Water Quali-
ty"; “The Phiysics of Optics,” “Lego
Robotics as a Learning Strategy”
“Redevelopment of the Manhattan
Wiaterfront Using Recycled Plastic
Pylons”; and even “Prepare for Mars
Travel,"

This reporter sat in on two semi-
nars. In the first, “The Internet and
Recorded Music,” o Polytechnic stu-
dent demonstrated how he recorded a
CD onto his computer hard drive,
using Windows Medin Player. He

. played it at its normal size, about 20

MB.

He then played it at different levels
of compression until he reached the
smallest, § KB. By this paint, it sound-
ed like mud, recorded underwater.

In another seminar, Sang-Hoon
Lee, PhD mechanical engineering siu-
dent o Polytechnic, shawed the teens
some robots he had constructed. One
of these was the six-legped, radio-con-
trolled “Hexapod." Another ran on a
track, similar 1o the slot cars of yester-
year,

For student Kristin Beck, of High
Tech High School, Lincroft, M.J. this
was her second year at the conference.
“Last year, st school, | did a project
that was based in part on one of the
seminars | saw here, .

“This year, I'm sure I'll slso be
able to work on a project inspired by
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some of thesseminars here,” said Ms
Beck, who hopes to study computer
science and elecirical engineering in
college.

Polytechnic students acted as
-greeters and tour-guide |caders for the
teens. Two who were interviewed, Jef-
frey Chiu snd Mercy Escoboy, said
they enjoyed working with the high
schoolers and giving them a taste of
what college life is about.

When hot in seminars, they kids
were taken on tours of the city — with
a science-oriented twist. Some of them
were “Brooklyn's Waterfront: Archi-
tecture and Engineering”, “Field
Study in Prospect Park”; and "Reha-
bilitation of the Williamsburg Bridge "

Teens from five Mew York City
schools  were  represented —
Stuyvesant, Brooklyn Tech (a co-
sponsor of the event), Brooklyn Tech,
Staten Island Tech, and the High
Schoal of Math, Technology and Sci-
ence at CCNY,



